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On Oct. 29, new legislation aimed at banning marxist organizations permanently from Chile's
political life, and providing for penalties against media reporting of the opinions of representatives
of marxist groups took effect. The new legislation, which comes seven months after a law
allowing non-marxist parties to apply for legalization, is intended to prepare the way for the
limited return to civilian rule planned by Gen. Augusto Pinochet's government for the end of
the decade. Organizations representing the media criticized the law. On Oct. 30, both opposition
and progovernment newspapers openly defied it by giving full coverage to a press conference by
leaders of the country's largest marxist group, the Communist Party. The law was also rejected
by all opposition political parties. "This law affects all who are against the current dictatorship,
and is an attack on all democrats," said Gutenberg Martinez, national secretary of the country's
largest party, the Christian Democrats. The law was intended to give practical effect to ideological
bans in the constitution drafted and implemented by the Pinochet government. These prohibit
organizations that "propagate doctrines that offend the family, propound violence or are based
on a totalitarian conception of the state or on class struggle." Under the law organizations found
in violation will have their property impounded by the state, and their members will be unable to
hold public office, work in education or the media or hold posts in labor, professional or student
organizations for 10 years. Offenders will also be banned from "exercising the right of political
opinion in the communications media" for the same period of time. Anyone "apologizing for" such
banned organizations in the media will face fines ranging from $3,800 to over $13,000, at current
exchange rates. These amounts are doubled for second offenses. The media will face similar fines,
and suspensions for up to 10 editions. Media representatives have reacted strongly against the law
on the grounds that it not only severely limits freedom of expression but also creates considerable
problems for editors who would have to decide which ideas are ideologically acceptable. In a
statement, the journalists' professional organization condemned the new legislation as "marking a
watershed of repression from the point of view of information and our country's political traditions."
The Association of Radio Broadcasters, which groups the owners of the country's radio stations,
described the law as "harmful to the full exercise of the right of opinion and freedom of expression,
as guaranteed by the constitution itself." Newspaper editors were awaiting official reaction on Oct.
30 to their reporting of the Communist press conference, at which the party's leaders announced
that they no longer oppose their supporters' signing electoral registers opened by the government in
preparation for the presidential plebiscite. Legal parties will be able to field candidates in elections
in early 1990 for a congress with limited powers. These elections are to be the second stage of a
planned return to what the government calls "full democracy." They are to follow a plebiscite
sometime next year to ratify the military's choice for president once Pinochet's term ends in March
1989. The constitution allows Pinochet to seek re-election for a term that would last until 1997, and
the 71-year-old president and army commander has clearly hinted he plans to do so. Pinochet
led the bloody coup in September 1973 that overthrew the elected government of leftist President
Salvador Allende. Opposition leaders say that unless they can thwart Pinochet's efforts to extend
his tenure for eight more years, the time for democratic options may be over. They said the initiative
would be taken by armed groups that have so far had limited effect, primarily the Manuel Rodriguez
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Patriotic Front, the military branch of the Communist Party. The plebiscite is intended as part of
a slow transition to democracy. A year later, voters would elect a Congress, and free presidential
elections would be held in late 1996 or early 1997. The other military commanders the heads of the
navy, air force and national police have indicated that they would prefer to nominate a civilian who
would continue government policies. But they also want to avoid a public split with the army, so
they are expected to be willing to nominate Pinochet. Many polls are being taken and none that are
publicly known give Pinochet more than 28% outright support. Most give him less. But, some of
the polls find that more than 50% of the people expect Pinochet to remain in power. Also, 20 to 30%
are uncertain, ambivalent or unwilling to express views. Edgardo Boeninger, a vice president of the
Christian Democrats and former Rector of the University of Chile, said that with a good campaign
Pinochet might increase his percentage to the high 30's but that he did not think it would reach
51% in an honest election. "Another dimension," he said, "is that in a plebiscite where you are to
vote yes or no, people tend not to want to vote negatively. It makes them fearful about what comes
next...I think Pinochet is gambling on the fact that people will be reluctant to vote no, and he's also
betting on a fragmented opposition." The Christian Democrats and four other parties ranging from
center-right to center-left are working to draft a common platform and to agree on a candidate who
would, in words that politicians are using, "personify the `no' vote." The idea would be to tell voters
that a no vote would amount to a vote for the opposition candidate and his program. Under the
Constitution, if the military's candidate is rejected in the plebiscite, Pinochet would stay in power
for one more year, during which he would have to call open elections for a president. The opposition
coalition would be an attempt to get around the traditional division of Chilean politics into thirds
right, center and left. The Christian Democrats fill the center third, but the right and left are each
occupied by numerous parties. However, some potential coalition partners differ with the Christian
Democrats. Patricio Phillips, president of the right-of-center National Party, wants the coalition
to present a list of 10 possible candidates to the military commanders in the hope they would pick
one of them instead of Pinochet. He said that was the way to "care for the center-right" voters, who
he said might otherwise support Pinochet. Leaders of the most moderate faction of the Socialist
Party want to form a "party for democracy" that would take in any group opposed to Pinochet. That
would include the Communists, and Christian Democrat leaders will not accept such an alliance.
Ricardo Lagos, a leading member of the moderate Socialist group, argued that by trying to exclude
the more orthodox leftist parties, the Christian Democrats were falling into a trap laid by Pinochet.
The Communists, thought to make up 10 to 15% of the electorate, are divided. Some Communist
leaders favor taking part in a free electoral process, should one occur. Others, including the party
secretary general, Luis Corvalan, who lives in Moscow, want to stay out of the voting and continue
support for the guerrillas movement. On Oct. 31, police detained about 200 political dissidents as
they passed out pamphlets demanding an open presidential election, witnesses reported. They said
among those arrested were Genaro Arriagada and Eugenio Ortega, leaders of the centrist Christian
Democratic Party. According to the reports, police arrested the dissidents as they were distributing
leaflets at several neighborhoods in Santiago. The pamphlets urged citizens to register as voters
and to demand a free, competitive presidential election instead of a yes-or-no vote scheduled by
the government for next year. Members of the Christian Democratic party said those arrested were
taken to several police stations in Santiago. Charges against them were not immediately disclosed.
Ortega is a member of the Christian Democrats' national leadership and a son-in-law of the late
President Eduardo Frei who served from 1964-70. Most of the people arrested are members of the
Christian Democratic Party, according to the party sources, but they said some members of leftist
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opposition groups also were detained. (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, AP, 10/31/87; NEW
YORK TIMES, 11/01/87)

-- End --
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